
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
Wednesday, November 12, 2025 
 
ACCESS JUSTICE BROOKLYN ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENT OF LILIA TOSON AS PRESIDENT & 
CEO  
 
Brooklyn, New York –– Access Justice Brooklyn (AJB) announces the appointment of the 
organization’s next President & CEO, Lilia Toson, following a diligent and strategic search led by 
AJB’s Board Search Committee and Josie Sandler, CEO and Founder of Sandler Search, a national 
boutique executive search firm. 
 
On behalf of AJB, Mark Lande, Board Member and Search Committee Chair, shared the following: 
“Thank you to Josie and the team at Sandler Search in guiding us through the recruitment process to 
select Access Justice Brooklyn’s new President & CEO. We immediately recognized that Lilia would be 
an excellent fit for AJB: with her experience, dedication to public service, deep understanding of our 
work, and strong ties to the Brooklyn community, we are confident that she will bring the dynamic 
leadership necessary to further the organization’s success for years to come.” 
 
As the former Attorney-in-Charge of Civil Citywide Units at The Legal Aid Society (LAS), Lilia led a 
large staff representing New Yorkers across a broad spectrum of specialties through the 
organization’s Economic Equities Project, Education Law Project, Employment Law Unit, Family/DV 
Unit, Government Benefits & Disability Advocacy Project, and Health Law Unit.  
 
Prior to joining LAS, as an Assistant Attorney General for New York State, Lilia handled cases 
seeking to protect the civil and constitutional rights of all New Yorkers. She has previously served 
as a Senior Counsel in the Affirmative Litigation Division of the NYC Law Department, an associate 
at Cleary Gottlieb, and a clerk for the Judge Duane Benton of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Eighth Circuit. 
 
Reflecting on Lilia’s new leadership position with AJB, Adriene Holder, Chief Attorney, Civil Practice 
at The Legal Aid Society offered the following: “Lilia Toson is an exceptional lawyer and visionary 
leader whose skill, judgment, and deep commitment to justice have always set her apart. I had the 
privilege of working with her and witnessed her ability to navigate complex legal challenges with 
clarity and purpose while motivating those around her toward meaningful impact. Access Justice 
Brooklyn could not have chosen a more capable and inspiring leader to advance its mission.” 
 
As a civil rights lawyer and fierce advocate for justice, Lilia is guided by a strong belief in community 
driven programming which is at the heart of AJB’s model and approach. She has also successfully 
developed and strengthened a range of impactful and longstanding relationships within the 
corporate and major law firm space as well as with funders, government agencies, and 
organizational partners.  
 



 

“I am delighted to welcome Lilia as Access Justice Brooklyn’s new President & CEO. As an 
accomplished and dedicated champion for justice – and a proud Brooklynite – Lilia exemplifies the 
inspiring leader we had envisioned for AJB’s next chapter. I could not be more excited to have Lilia at 
the organization’s helm,” shared Lynn Judell, Chair, AJB Board of Directors. “On behalf of the board 
and AJB’s community, I also want to thank Melissa Starr for graciously stepping into the Interim 
President & CEO role over the last year. We are so grateful for Melissa’s inspiring and steadfast 
leadership which ensured the organization’s continued stability and advancement during this period 
of transition. With Lilia joining us in the new year, we are well positioned for continued operational 
growth and impact. I look forward to us all working together to further AJB’s mission in service to the 
Brooklyn community.” 
 
“I am thrilled to lead Access Justice Brooklyn, an organization that successfully utilizes the talents of 
public interest lawyers, the private bar, and cross industry professionals to increase economic 
equity,” said Lilia Toson. “Those who offer their time to assist low-income Brooklynites each year 
make an incredible difference in the lives and livelihoods of our clients. I look forward to working 
with the Board, staff, and volunteers to expand AJB’s programming to meet our vision of a Brooklyn 
where everyone has equal access to the legal and financial systems.” 
 
Lilia will be welcomed by the AJB community at the organization’s upcoming Gala held on Tuesday, 
December 9, 2025 at the Brooklyn Museum and officially assumes her role as AJB’s President & 
CEO on Monday, January 5, 2026. 

 
 
About Access Justice Brooklyn:  
Access Justice Brooklyn partners with compassionate pro bono attorneys and cross-industry 
professionals to provide high-quality, civil legal services that help ensure equal access to the legal 
system. The organization’s approach prioritizes the most basic, essential elements and experiences 
of human life, including housing, family stability, and subsistence income. Its proven pro bono 
model—recruit, train, supervise, and support—also provides flexibility to address new legal issues 
as they emerge. Everyone, whether an attorney or not, has a role to play in expanding access to 
justice.  
 
Visit www.accessjusticebrooklyn.org or email info@accessjusticebk.org to volunteer, donate, or 
find other ways to invest in justice and engage with AJB and the Brooklyn community. 
 
Press Contact:  
Melissa Starr | Interim President & CEO | 718-473-9208 | melissa@accessjusticebk.org   
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